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8.  A Hoard of Staters and " Gold Bullets " recently found
in France.    By Bernard Roth.    From the Author.

9.  Portraiture of our Monarchs on their Coins and Medals.
By Helen Farquhar.    From the Author.

Mr. Thomas Bliss exhibited a series of pennies of the
Mercian kings Offa, Coenwulf, Ceolwulf I, and Berhtulf.

Dr. Arthur Evans showed a series of medals and coins by
Abraham and Thomas Simon, which included medals of Lord
Inchiquin and Elizabeth Cleypole, the crown and half-crown
of Cromwell, and the " Reddite " crown of Charles II; and
Miss Helen Farquhar cliches in silver-foil of the broad and
half-crown of Charles II, which were also the work of Thomas
Simon.

These exhibitions were in connexion with the Paper which
was read by Mr. W. J. Hocking on " Simon's Dies in the
Royal Mint Museum, with some Notes on the Early History of
Coinage by Machinery." The first portion of the Paper dealt
with the mechanical methods employed in Italy in the earlier
half of the sixteenth century ; the establishment in Paris, in
1551, of a full set of coining apparatus; and the coinage of
mill money in England during 1561-72. In connexion with
the coinage of Italy Mr. Hocking mentioned Bramante, whose
name is the first associated with the screw press; Leonardo
da Vinci, who placed on record notes and sketches relating to
the method of cutting disks for medals and coins; and Ben-
venuto Cellini, who worked for Popes Clement YII and Paul
III and for Cosmo de' Medici, and who used both the hammer
and the screw for the production of his fine works. Machinery
for striking money was first set up in France in the second
half of the sixteenth century, under the direction of Bechot,
the Graveur-G-e'ne'ral, the machine and tools used being those
invented by an Augsburg jeweller named Max Schwab.
Aubin Olivier was the first to suggest the placing of lettering
on the rim of the coin as a preventive against clipping. The